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To coerce a man is to deprive him of freedom — freedom from
what? Almost every moralist in human history has praised freedom.
Like happiness and goodness, like nature and reality, the meaning
of this term is so porous that there is little interpretation that it
seems able to resist. I do not propose to discuss either the history or
the more than two hundred senses of this protean word recorded by
historians of ideas. I propose to examine no more than two of the
senses — but those central ones, with a great deal of human history
behind them, and, I dare say, still to come. The first of these
political senses of freedom or liberty (I shall use both words to
mean the same), which (following much precedent) I shall call the
‘negative’ sense, is involved in the answer to the question ‘What is
the area within which the subject — a person or group of persons —
is or should be left to do or be what he is able to do or be, without
interference by other persons?” The second, which I shall call the
positive sense, is involved in the answer to the question “What, or
who, is the source of control or interference that can determine
someone to do, or be, this rather than that?’ The two questions are
clearly different, even though the answers to them may overlap.

THE NOTION OF ‘NEGATIVE' FREEDOM

['am normally said to be free to the degree to which no man or body
of men interferes with my activity. Political liberty in this sense is
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