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Abstract

Democratizing Bilingualism

One important way to support and improve bilingual education would be a reconceptualization of comprehensive teacher preparation. In her essay, Lilia Bartolomé envisions a teacher preparation program that would offer abundant opportunities for teachers to reflect upon their values, beliefs, and ideology, and to gain political clarity—that is, to understand the close connection between the larger political, economic, and social systems that subordinate some groups and the academic failure of these groups in schools and classrooms. Bartolomé suggests that current and future bilingual teachers be supported with an education that equips them both with the instructional and theoretical tools that they need to respond to their students’ academic strengths and needs, and the political clarity necessary to transform rather than reinforce inequitable group relations in the society. Her vision is that such teacher preparation programs will graduate teachers who do not unconsciously reproduce the existing inequities of U.S society in their classrooms through, for example, setting low academic expectations for language-minority students. 
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